Contractor: Hiring a Licensed Contractor

Here are ten tips to ensure your contractor measures up:

1. Hire only licensed contractors.

2. Check the contractor’s license number by calling (800)321-2752 or logging on to: www.cslb.ca.gov/.

a. Check to see if the contractor’s bond is still valid.

3. Get three references and review past work.

4. Obtain at least three bids.

5. Get a written contract and do not sign anything unless you completely understand the terms.

a. If the contractor is a corporation, consider asking the person who performs the work if they personally guarantee it. If so, have them sign on the contract, “personally guaranteed by __(their name)__.”
6.Pay 10% down or $1,000, whichever is less.

7. Do not let payments get ahead of the work completed. Keep accurate records of payment.
8. Do not make the final payment until you are satisfied with the job.

9. Do not pay in cash.

10. Keep a file containing all papers relating to your project.
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